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15 Dear Sir: 


O 


PRELIMINAR Y AMENDMENT 
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Prior to action on the merits, applicants request that the above-identified 
application be amended. 

In the claims: 


Please amend claims 1-17 as follows: 
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1 . (amended) A method of manufacturing a medicament for the treatment of viral 
infections,, comprismg the step of providing a compound of formula 


(i) 
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a prodrug, N-oxide, addition salt, quaternary amine, metal complex or stereochemically 
isomeric form thereof, 

wherein-a'^-a^a 4 - represents a bivalent radical of formula 

-CH=CH-CH=CH- (a-l)r 

-N=CH-CH=CH- (a-2); 

-CH=N-CH=CH- (a-3); 
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